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GIBSON CUSTOM DEBUTS COLLECTORS CHOICE GUITAR #18 AT MUSIKMESSE
REINTRODUCING TO THE WORLD: THE “DUTCHBURST”
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FRANKFURT, GERMANY– 13 March, 2014 – Gibson Custom today debuted its Collector’s Choice guitar #18—a stunning reproduction of the original 1960 Les Paul #0-1167, also known as the “Dutchburst.” The original “Dutchburst,” an exceptionally rare guitar boasting a fascinating history, is now owned by Robbert van der Ende, who acquired the guitar from its original owner’s son in 2012. Every feature on the original guitar has been artfully captured and painstakingly recreated by Gibson craftsmen in this limited edition run of 300 guitars. 
Mr. van der Ende joined fans at the Gibson Brands booth  today at Frankfurt’s Musikmesse to talk about the iconic instrument and showcase the original and the new Dutchburst.
The “Dutchburst” exhibits immense character, along with a unique personality as one of the exceptionally rare special order guitars from Gibson at that time.  The original owner, Jan, a working musician from Holland played this 1960 Les Paul on cruise ships as part of a jazz trio, relying on the Dutchburst his entire career. 
“Dutchburst’s” late ’60 slim taper neck represents the transition away from the fatter neck of the ’59, making it a very playable, “fast”, neck.  Its pickups, faithfully measured and reproduced for Collector’s Choice #18, exhibit an ideal balance between the neck and bridge, allowing both clarity when played clean and a sweet, mellow “growl” when driven to distortion.  In all, it’s a very natural sounding guitar, with an acoustic quality of tone that shines through, making it flexible in a myriad of playing styles.
The guitar’s finish is heavily worn, boasting deep, coffee to caramel transition of the burst reflects what would have been a special order Darkburst at the time.   These details, along with the story behind them, come together into a guitar whose recreation Gibso Custom is immensely proud of. 
Photos available at www.gibson.com/press
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About Gibson Brands, Inc.:
Gibson Brands, one the fastest-growing companies in the music and sound industries, was founded in 1894 and is headquartered in Nashville, TN. Gibson Brands is a global leader in musical instruments, and consumer and professional audio, and is dedicated to bringing the finest experiences by offering exceptional products with world-recognized brands. Gibson has a portfolio of over 100 well-recognized brand names starting with the number one guitar brand, Gibson. Other brands include: Epiphone, Dobro, Valley Arts, Kramer, Steinberger, Tobias, Slingerland, Maestro, Baldwin, Hamilton, Chickering and Wurlitzer. Audio brands include: KRK Systems, TASCAM, Cerwin-Vega!, Stanton, Onkyo, Integra, TEAC, TASCAM Professional Software, and Esoteric. All Gibson Brands are dedicated to innovation, prestige and improving the quality of life of our customers.   More information is available at www.gibson.com, www.facebook.com/gibson, www.twitter.com/gibsonguitar
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